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Abstract :

This study aims at examining the different linguistic forms used by a
specified population of algerian teenagers on the social networking websites
« Facebook ». more precisely, it is based on providing some comments and
pages - belong to the usres of Facebook - whitch show the various languages,
used by the chosen population, such as Arabic, some foreign languages and
what is called in the Middle East the (arabizi) mixed between Arabic and
English.

In addition to that, this research exhibits the use of some icons,
abbreviation, and symbols as means for expressing feelings.

Both the descriptive —analytical research and the anthropology of
cyber- spaces as well as to the participant observation and the el ectronic survey
through the available application on Google Drive « Soreadsheet » are alla
included in the process of collecting data.

This research id clearly divided into these main chapters. The first
chapter is devoted to the types of using Facebook by Algeriens, while the second
chapter is designed for the motivations and the causes behind using this social
network. The third chapter, the most curcial one, deals with the linguistic forms
selected by the users « Facebook » as a result, the findings cofirm that both
sexes « males and females » have interest in participation. Concerning age, the
group between 20-30 years old are the main users of this website.

The majority of them spend a long time (between 4 to 5 hours) at night.
According to the them, it is the favorite period to connect, chat and have
connection with new people. To state it differently, the participants believed that
« Facebook » is only a tool for chatting, that’s the reason why it becomes part of
thier daily routine. Moreover, with the provision of « 3G services» and the
possible of having SMART Phones, entering this social website becomes
possible everywhere even en tailets. In other words, this could be an addiction

to « Facebook ».



For the eectronic survery and the participant observation, we have
found that most of the informants use « electronic or parallel language » is a
mixture between latin letters and numbers whitch pronounced it in arabic way.
Forthermore, lists of abbreviations, smiles, symbols or icons available on the
website are also used by them. On one hand some of the participants believe
that this latters really express deep emotions and feelings. On the other hand,
some others see it only as an application provided by the website. The rest of the
population claim that feelings can not exactly explained by a mere symbols. So
about the pages and groupes like who talk about religions and academic ones, it
using what is called pure language without symbols and icons. Impure language
IS seen by people as not suitable and official because old generation can not
understand it.

Following what is mentiones above, the users of this mixed language
«parallel or eectronic language », suppose that it is userful, abbreviated as
well as it deos not take along time to type it, while some others still say that has

to do with the lact of education of those who do not abide by the norms.

Keywords : Social Networking Websites, Facebook, I nternet, Web 2.0, Virtual

Communities, Language, Communication.
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